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ABOUT THE BOOK 

THE FIRST BOOK IN A FUN NEW SERIES ABOUT A 

BOY, HIS SISTER, AND A WILD ADVENTURE TO 

XIAN, CHINA. 

Bubba gets a magic shovel from Grandpa Joe, and here’s what happens: 

• He digs a hole to Xi’an, China site of the Terracotta Warriors 

• Bubba and Squirt meet the ghost of the first emperor of China who sends 

them on a mission to find his lost burial pendant 

• They are followed by a mysterious man 

 

Grades 2-6 

ISBN:  978-1939844507 

 

· Lexile® Measure: 500L - 600L 

· Mean Sentence Length: 8.47 

· Mean Log Word Frequency: 3.61 

 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Sherry Ellis is and award-winning author and professional 

musician who plays and teaches the violin, viola, and piano. When she 

is not writing or engaged in musical activities, she can be found doing 

household chores, hiking or exploring the world. She lives in Atlanta, 

Georgia.   



HEY, TEACHERS! 

 
HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO TAKE YOUR 

STUDENTS ON A FIELD TRIP TO CHINA? 

 
Have you ever wished you could take them to a country you’re studying in class? Bubba and Squirt can 

help get your class as close to China as possible—without leaving the school! Take the virtual field trip 

and give your students a peek at the Terracotta Warriors. 

This packet gives you several options. Choose whichever suites your teaching style. Students can read 

the book then complete the attached worksheets, or you can have a class adventure where students 

complete activities at stations and work to solve a mystery. 

If you choose the latter, here’s how it works: Choose a travel itinerary that works for your classroom. 

Excursions can be set up as stations for more flexible pacing, or the whole class can work on one 

destination at a time. Create groups to “travel” to each destination. You will find activity sheets that can 

be used at each destination in this packet. Be sure to explain each activity to your students before they 

begin. When a group completes the assignment, they will receive an envelope from you that contains a 

one-word clue. At the end of their trip, each group will work together to unscramble the words to find 

out where the missing burial pendant is hidden. 

 

WHAT YOU WILL NEED: 
• Envelopes (5 for each travel group) 

• Mystery words (1 set for each group) 

• Compass-making supplies (bowl filled with water, Styrofoam, needles, strong magnets)  

• Red or yellow construction paper 

• Scissors 

• Tape 

• Internet access 

• Copies of the activity sheets 

• Notebook paper 

• Pens or pencils 
  



MYSTERY WORDS: 

 

On top 

of the 

wall 
 

 

 

Instructions: Copy the mystery words for as many travel groups as you have.  

Then cut apart the mystery word cards and seal each word in a separate envelope 

for each group.  

  



TRAVEL ITINERARIES 

Itinerary 1: Mariemont, Ohio   

This is where Bubba and Squirt start their journey. It’s always useful to have a 

compass when you’re heading out to the great unknown. It just so happens that 

the Chinese were the first to invent the magnetic compass. Your job at this station 

is to make your own using this ancient Chinese knowledge.  

Itinerary 2:  Museum of the Terracotta Warriors 

When Squirt walks through the pit of the Terracotta Warriors, she realizes she is 

in a museum. She reaches this conclusion by observing the surroundings and 

using information she learned in school. 

Using notebook paper, write a description of a museum or building you have 

visited, recalling information from your observations there or from what you have 

learned about it from other sources.  

Itinerary 3:  Yun Shan Fan Dian Hotel (Computer Station) 

How would you like to spend the night at a haunted hotel? Using the attached 
web quest, find out how much it would cost to spend one night at the Yun Shan 
Fan Dian Hotel. Do more detective work and see if you can answer all of the 
questions. 

 

Itinerary 4:  Shaanxi History Museum 

When Bubba and Squirt visited the Shaanxi History Museum, they heard a lot of 

people speaking Chinese. Complete the word search and learn what the words 

mean. 

Itinerary 5:  Xi’an Marketplace 

Lanterns are lit on Chinese New Year to celebrate family members gathering for 

the lunar festival. It is believed that these lanterns will help guide the way, so 

travelers won’t get lost in the dark. At this station, you can make your own paper 

lantern by following the directions on the paper.  



 

How to Make a Chinese Compass 

Supplies: 

• Strong magnet(s) – 1 per person or 1 per table 

• Needle(s) – 1 per person or 1 per table, long yarn needle is preferable 

• Styrofoam – small blocks through which needle can be inserted  

• Bowl(s) filled with water 

Directions: 

• Fill bowl(s) with water and set aside. 

• Magnetize the needle by rubbing it against the magnet bottom to point 

(where the eye is) about 30 times. Do not rub back and forth. 

• Stab needle through Styrofoam. 

• Place Styrofoam/needle unit in the water. 

• Watch as the needle adjusts so that the eye points north. 

Why it works: 

• The magnetized needle aligns itself with the Earth’s magnetic field. 

• Since opposites attract, the southern pole of the needle is attracted to the 

Earth’s magnetic north pole. 

• The water provides a frictionless pivot needed for the needle to move. 



Bubba and Squirt’s Big Dig to China 

By Sherry Ellis 

2018 Language Arts Georgia Standards, Grade 4 

Chapter 
1 

Text: In Chapter 1 you are introduced to Bubba and Squirt.   
Task: Describe what kind of person Bubba is, using specific details from the 
text. 
Discussion question:  Why does Bubba want to go to China? 

ELAGSE4RL3 

 

ELAGSE4RL1 

Chapter 
2 

Text: To give readers a good sense of a scene or character experience, 
descriptions utilizing the senses are often used. Examples are “damp, musty 
smell” and “dry, gritty taste.”  
Task: Write a narrative using sensory details to convey a real or imagined 
experience.  
Discussion question:  Why does Squirt feel so protective of her brother? 

ELAGSE4RL3 
 
 
 
 

ELAGSE4RI1 

Chapter 
3 

Text: Bubba and Squirt come out of the hole and realize that they are no 
longer in Mariemont, Ohio.    
Task: Compare and contrast Bubba and Squirt’s reactions when they 
discover they are in the pit of the Terracotta Warriors. 

ELAGSE4RL9 

Chapter 
4 

Text: When Squirt looks around, she realizes she is in a museum. She 
reaches this conclusion by observing the surroundings and using 
information she learned in school.  
Task: Write a description of a museum or building you have visited, 
recalling information from your observations there or from what you have 
learned about it from other sources. 

ELAGSE4W3 

Chapter 
5 

Text: Bubba and Squirt meet the ghost of the first emperor of China.   
Discussion question: Do you think Emperor Ch’in was nice? Why or why 
not? Use specific details from the text to support your answer.  
Text: The ghost wants Bubba and Squirt to find his missing burial pendant. 
Task:  Explain why the pi is important.   

ELAGSE4RL3 
 
 
 

ELAGSE4RL1 

Chapter 
6 

Text: Squirt freezes up when Bubba falls through the ice and doesn’t think 
to call 911 or help with the rescue.  
Task: Recount an experience where you or someone you know was too 
scared to think clearly and take appropriate action in a situation. Use facts 
and descriptive details to support your story.   

ELAGSE4SL4 

Chapter 
7 

Text: Bubba sees Tu Wan give the vendor colorful slips of paper. He 
correctly assumes it is money.  
Task: Explain why Bubba reaches this conclusion. 
Discussion question: Have you ever seen foreign currency? If so, what did it 
look like? 

ELAGSE4RL1 
 
 

ELAGSE4SL4 

 

 



Chapter 
8 

Text: Nai Nai is superstitious. She believes the number 8 and the color 
red are lucky.  
Task: Conduct a short research project on superstitions in the United 
States (examples: knocking on wood, black cats crossing your path, 
walking under ladders). Find out when and why they originated, and 
what they mean. 
Discussion question: Do you believe there is any truth to superstitions? 
Why or why not?   

ELAGSE4W7 
 
 
 
 

ELAGSE4SL1 
(d) 

Chapter 
9 

Text: Bubba and Squirt use similes when describing the countryside and 
buildings they see: “…terraces looked like ribbons wrapped around the 
hills,” and “…the top of the pagoda looked like a cowboy hat.”  
Task: Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors like this. 
Text: The city of Xi’an has a wall around it. 
Task: Explain why the wall is there and the advantages or disadvantages 
of having it. 

ELAGSE4L5 
(a) 

 
 

ELAGSE4RL1 

Chapter 
10 

Text: The author describes the museum that Bubba and Squirt visit.  
Task: What words and phrases did the author use to give a precise 
description of the museum? 
Text: Emperor Ch’in unified China through war. 
Task: Explain how war unified China. 

ELAGSE4L3 
(a) 
 
ELAGSE4RL1 

Chapter 
11 

Text: Bubba and Squirt go to the marketplace and the top of the wall and 
see many interesting things.    
Task: Create a visual display of the wall, marketplace, or other historic 
site you have visited. Describe your creation in a presentation to your 
classmates. 
Text:  Burning incense helped the Chinese people tell time. 
Task:  Explain how you can tell time from burning incense. 

ELAGSE4SL5 
 
 
 
 

ELAGSE4RL1 

Chapter 
12 

Text: After bargaining with the vendor unsuccessfully, Nai Nai walked 
away. When the vendor called her back, a smile flickered across her face.   
Task: Draw an inference of why she smiled, referring to details in the 
text. 

ELAGSE4RL1 

Chapter 
13 

Text: Li’Cheng shares his experience of encounters with Emperor Ch’in’s 
ghost in his dreams.  
Task: Compare and contrast Bubba and Squirt’s experience meeting the 
ghost to Li’Cheng’s experience. 

ELAGSE4RL9 

Chapter 
14 

Text: Squirt is nervous about meeting the museum guard and asking 
permission to return to the pit. 
Task: Recount an experience you’ve had where you were nervous or 
scared to talk to someone, using facts and descriptive details to support 
your story. Speak clearly at an understandable pace.   

ELAGSE4SL4 

Chapter 
16 

Text: At the end of the story, Bubba makes a comment about something 
he learned from the experience.  
Task: Determine the theme of this story based on details from the text.  
Task: Write an explanatory essay supporting what you think the theme of 
the story is, using facts, details, and other information from the book.   

ELAGSE4RL2  
 

ELAGSE4W2(b) 
 

 



INDEX – Georgia Standards found in Bubba & Squirt’s Big Dig to China 

Reading Standards for literature, Grade 4 

ELAGSE4RL1 – Chapters 1, 5, 7, 9, 10, 12 

ELAGSE4RL2 – Chapter 16 

ELAGSE4RL3 – Chapters 1, 2, 5 

Reading Standards for Information Text, Grade 4 

ELAGSE4RI1 – Chapter 2  

Writing Standards, Grade 4  

ELAGSE4W2 – Chapter 16 

ELAGSE4W3 – Chapter 4 

ELAGSE4W7 – Chapter 8 

Speaking and Listening Standards, Grade 4 

ELAGSE4SL4 – Chapter 6, 7, 14 

ELAGSE4SL5 – Chapter 11 

Language Standards, Grade 4 

ELAGSE4L3 – Chapter 10 

ELAGSE4L5 – Chapter 9 

  

Additional teacher resources, including vocabulary words, are available on Sherry 

Ellis’ website at www.sherryellis.org and www.bubbaandsquirt.org. 

Sherry Ellis is available for author visits to schools. You can contact Sherry at 

sherry.ellis.booksandmusic@gmail.com. 

Books may be ordered through Follett School Solutions, Ingram, or Dancing Lemur 

Press.  Discounts are offered to schools.  

  

http://www.sherryellis.org/
http://www.bubbaandsquirt.org/


Bubba and Squirt’s Big Dig to China 

Chinese Word Search 
 

D V L H G Y O F J A V E Y U C N 

D X I E X I E U J N H H T T I P 

I D N W O Q A U Q L G J W H Y N 

D A G U X I S X K U X P A U L X 

S X P E V A V I H S Q O H U I G 

D D I A F N O I L K W P V N Y N 

O R P E R S H I I I N J J Y R R 

Q E X P J P U A O Y U P C E F W 

I H S N A S N C Q O U S R S U L 

J N S N A I J I A Z V A I C A K 

I P P Y A G F C W K J O N K B L 

A K I N I J U X G N U I H S I S 

O H N Q Q B I C N K W B J T Q N 

Z M D Y U V A F I T A I N I J M 

I E I H S U W I L S U H Y Q U E 

E J W W X R K I K X I A N B M E 

These are some of the words Bubba and Squirt learned when they went to China. See if you can find them. 

JIAOZI (dumplings)   NAI NAI (grandmother)  NI HAO (hello) 
XIE XIE (thank you)   YUAN (Chinese currency) ZI JIAN (goodbye) 
LING (zero)    YI (one)    ER (two) 
SAN (three)    SI (four)   WU (five) 
LIU (six)     QI (seven)   BA (eight) 
JIU (nine)    SHI (ten)   ER SHI (twenty) 
SAN SHI (thirty)    SI SHI (forty)   WU SHI (fifty) 
YI BAI (one hundred)   YI QIAN (one thousand)  XIAN   

  



Bubba and Squirt’s Big Dig to China 

WebQuest 

Directions:  In the book Bubba and Squirt’s Big Dig to China, Bubba and Squirt visit Xian, China. To learn 

more about the city and other things related to the story, use the Internet to answer the following 

questions.  (Hint: The bold words might help with your quest.) 

1. What was Xian called in ancient times? What did the name mean? You can find the answer at 

https://www.travelchinaguide.com/cityguides/xian.htm.  

2. If you visit a country, it’s a good idea to know when the best time of year is to visit. That way it’s 

not too hot, too cold, or too rainy. When is the best time to visit Xian?  Visit 

https://www.chinahighlights.com/weather/china-best-times.htm to find out. 

3. Bubba and Squirt heard people speaking Chinese. There are seven dialects of the Chinese 

language. Which is the most widely spoken? Visit https://www.wikipedia.org/, a web-based 

encyclopedia, and do a search for Chinese language. 

4.  Nai Nai told Bubba and Squirt about the ghost she saw at the Yun Shan Fan Dian Hotel in 

Chengde, China. If you wanted to stay there with your family, how much would it cost per night? You’ll 

have to visit https://www.tripadvisor.com/and search for the hotel to find out. 

5. When Bubba and Squirt arrived in the city of Xian, they saw the bell tower. How tall is it? You’ll 

have to visit http://www.chinatourguide.com/xian/index.htmland click to “know more” about the Xian 

bell tower. 

6. In their quest to find the missing pi, Bubba and Squirt visited the Shaanxi History Museum. How 

much is the cost of admission to see ALL of the museum? You’ll have to visit 

https://www.travelchinaguide.com/cityguides/xian.htm and search for the Shaanxi History Museum. 

7. Before you visit a museum or other tourist destination, it’s a good idea to check to see what the 

hours and days of operation are. What day is the Shaanxi History Museum NOT open? Visit 

https://www.travelchinaguide.com/cityguides/xian.htm 

8. Bubba got hungry when he was in Xian. Fortunately, there are plenty of places to find food. How 

many different kinds of snacks can one find in Xian? Search under 

https://www.chinahighlights.com/xian/food-restaurant.htm for the answer.   

9. When Bubba and Squirt visited the marketplace, they heard a man playing a Chinese instrument 

called an erhu. How many strings does it have? Visit 

https://www.shenyunperformingarts.org/news/view/article/e/NxBcEmBNIAI/erhu-two-stringed-

ancient-chinese-instrument.html.  While you’re there, take some time and listen to what the erhu 

sounds like. 

10. Bubba and Squirt learn that Emperor Ch’in was from the Qin Dynasty. When did the Qin dynasty 

begin and end (dates)? Visit https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-china/qin-dynastyand do a search 

for Qin Dynasty. 

https://www.travelchinaguide.com/cityguides/xian.htm
https://www.chinahighlights.com/weather/china-best-times.htm
https://www.wikipedia.org/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/
http://www.chinatourguide.com/xian/index.html
https://www.travelchinaguide.com/cityguides/xian.htm
https://www.travelchinaguide.com/cityguides/xian.htm
https://www.chinahighlights.com/xian/food-restaurant.htm
https://www.shenyunperformingarts.org/news/view/article/e/NxBcEmBNIAI/erhu-two-stringed-ancient-chinese-instrument.html
https://www.shenyunperformingarts.org/news/view/article/e/NxBcEmBNIAI/erhu-two-stringed-ancient-chinese-instrument.html
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-china/qin-dynasty


Bubba and Squirt’s Big Dig to China 

Discussion Questions 

Chapter 1 

Have you ever tried to dig a hole to China? If you did, what happened? If you didn’t, what do you think 

would happen? 

Chapter 2 

Squirt describes what it was like to go through the hole. Is that something you would like to do? Why or 

why not? 

Chapter 3   

Do you think it was a waste of resources and money to create all those stone warriors for the emperor’s 

tomb? Why or why not?    

Chapter 4 

Squirt had a sense that something wasn’t right when they went back down into the hole. Have you ever 

sensed danger without seeing it? Describe the situation. 

Chapter 5 

Why was Emperor Ch’in’s spirit haunting the tomb? 

Chapter 6 

Have your parents ever told you that you shouldn’t touch things in a store, especially fragile things? Why 

do you think they would tell you that?   

Chapter 7 

It was nice of Tou Wan to pay for the broken warrior. Have you ever done something nice for someone, 

or has anyone done something nice for you? How did it make you feel? 

Chapter 8 

Do you believe in ghosts? Why or why not? 

Do you have a lucky number? If so, why is it special?  

Chapter 9 

Bubba and Squirt eat jiaozi at a restaurant. Do you like trying unusual food? What was the most unusual 

thing you have eaten? 

 

 



Chapter 10 

Bubba and Squirt visit a museum. Have you ever visited a museum? What things did/can you learn 

there? 

Chapter 11 

The marketplace Bubba and Squirt visit has a lot of interesting things. Describe what’s there. Have you 

ever been to a marketplace? If so, what did you see, hear, smell, etc.? 

Chapter 12 

Most of the time when you go to a store, you pay the price that is marked on the item. In many 

countries, though, tourists can bargain with street vendors and play less than the asking price. Would 

you like bargaining with a vendor? Why or why not? 

Chapter 13 

Li’Cheng tells Bubba and Squirt that he was the one who originally found the pi. Were you surprised by 

his story? Why or why not? 

Chapter 14 

What do the hairstyles of the Terracotta Warriors represent? 

Chapter 15 

Emperor Ch’in gave gifts to the guard, Tou Wan, and Nai Nai. Have you ever met someone you thought 

was mean and then changed your mind because they did something nice, or you got to know them 

better? Describe the situation. 

Chapter 16 

Bubba learns that luck, fate, and hard work determine one’s destiny. Do you agree with this? Why or 

why not? 

  



How to Make Chinese Paper Lanterns 

Materials: 

• Colored construction paper (red and yellow preferred) 

• Pencil and eraser 

• Ruler 

• Scissors 

• Stapler/tape 

• Small battery-operated candle 

What to do: 

1.     Cut a strip of paper ½ inch wide from the short end. 

2.     Fold the remaining paper in half lengthwise. 

3.     With your pencil, mark a line ½ inch from the open edge. 

4.     Mark ½ inch marks along this line. 

5.     Cut the lines from the folded edge through both layers. 

6.     Open paper and roll to form a cylinder. 

7.     Tape or staple the edges at the top, middle, and bottom 

8.     Add the handle. And the candle! 

Steps in Pictures: 

Step 1 
 
 

 
 

Step 2 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Step 3 & 4 
 

 
 
 
 

Step 5 
 

 
 

Step 6 
 
 

 
 

Step 7 & 9 
 

 

 

  



 

 

"...a fun-filled, fast-paced, and entertaining read." –Virginia Wright, author 

 

"...young readers may not even realize that they are learning while being entertained!" –TDC Book 

Reviews 

 

"Fun, educational, captivating! This is a wonderful middle-grade story with plenty to captivate young 

readers." –Deanie Humphrys-Dunne, author 

 

"...introduces early readers to ancient China's Terracotta Warriors and more in this well-researched 

tale." –Kerrie Hollihan, author 

 

"...is very well-researched and the reader is introduced to China; some history, language, and positive 

human interaction. Highly recommended." –Dr. E., educator 

 

"...remarkably entertaining and educational." –Student reviewer for LitPick                                                             

 

"...A pulsating adventure with great appeal to young readers, cinematic and littered with humor." –

Ruffina Oserio for Readers Favorite 


